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BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall
 on Wednesday, 11th April, 2018 at 7.30pm



             
	 
In attendance:

	Councillors:
	R Taylor (Chairman)
A Guttridge & A Hubbard


	Also Present:                          
	 County Councillor R Lindsay
 District Councillor M Creffield
 One member of the public
 D Blackburn (Clerk)
   


The Chairman, Councillor R Taylor, welcomed everyone to the meeting.




	
C182/17/18     
	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Bullen and D Dempsey.


	
C182/17/18
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard & Taylor; and
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillor Taylor


	
C183/17/18	
	
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were none.


	
C184/17/18
	    
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

	It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 14th March, 2018 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


	
C185/17/18





		
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

 County Councillor Lindsay reported on the following matters:

· The appointment of a new Chief Executive, Nicola Beech, by Suffolk County Council;
· The announcement made by the Leader of Suffolk County Council to undertake public consultation over the creation of a single unitary council covering the whole of Suffolk;
· 11,000 reports received of potholes across Suffolk so far, during the course of the year. Details could be reported using the online reporting tool on Suffolk County Council’s website. Repairs were prioritised with regard to the level of risk that they posed. Over 2200 claims had been made against the County Council by road users in respect of potholes and over 85% had been defended successfully by the County Council.
· A litter fund had been set up to support better signage, more intelligent operations with regard to bin emptying and enforcement action against those dropping litter. Reference was also made to the success of the Annual Village Litter Pick which had been held recently in Bildeston.
· James Cartledge MP was promoting a local event to encourage Parish Councils to adopt Neighbourhood Plans. There was a brief discussion about this matter and the Parish Council’s position was re-affirmed as being that without the inclusion of site allocations where the village was prepared to accept residential development, the adoption of a Neighbourhood Plan was of limited value. There was an expectation that site allocations would be considered as part of the preparation of the new Joint Local Plan for Babergh and Mid Suffolk.


	
C186/17/18

	
MARKET SQUARE

Members of the Parish Council supported the proposal by Keep Bildeston Beautiful to hold a Bildeston Brocante on the Market Square on Sunday, 8th July, 2018.

Further to Minute C173/17/18, further information had been provided by the proprietor of Bank House Stores, Mr Alcoe, regarding a proposal to operate an outdoor café in the Market Square in good weather.

It was AGREED: That permission be granted for Mr Alcoe to use the Market Square for an outdoor café subject to the following:

a. The permission is for an initial period up to 31st March 2019 and is subject to ongoing review;
b. The tables and chairs shall be positioned within the perimeter of the bollards; and
c. The Market Square shall not be used on coffee mornings at the Baptist Church (generally Fridays) and on days when other village events are being held on the Market Square.

There followed a discussion about the installation of permanent bollards by the seating area to the rear of the clock tower and the consensus was these works should be undertaken in conjunction with proposed works to the Clock Tower itself.


	
C187/17/18

	
RECRUITMENT OF ADDITIONAL MAINTENANCE OPERATIVE

Further to Minute C174/17/18, the Clerk reported that the position of additional Maintenance Operative had been advertised in The Bugle. 

It was AGREED: That the position be advertised for a further month in The Bugle and in Bank House Stores. 


	
C188/17/18
	
HEALTH AND SAFETY ARRANGEMENTS IN RESPECT OF EMPLOYEES

The Clerk reported that he and the Maintenance Operative had met to review and sign off the risk assessment in respect of maintenance duties. There appeared to be no further training needs at the present time and personal protective clothing was being used. It had been agreed that the Maintenance Operative should purchase a first aid kit. Various documents had been shared with the Maintenance Operative that had been prepared by the Health and Safety Executive on Health and Safety Made Simple, First Aid at Work, Manual Handling at Work, Providing and Using Equipment Safely, Safe Use of Petrol in Garages, Working with Substances Hazardous to Health. The Parish Council’s Health and Safety Policy had been updated and an Accident Reporting Form created.

The duties of the Clock Tower Winder were discussed and Councillor Hubbard confirmed that relevant training had been provided by Haward Horological. An inspection of the site and updated risk assessment would be prepared by the Clerk and Councillor Hubbard.

It was noted that induction and training would be required for the additional Maintenance Operative at such time as an appointment was made to the role.

It was AGREED: That the actions taken in respect of health and safety arrangements be supported and maintained under review.


	
C189/17/18


	
UPDATE ON VILLAGE AMENITIES (UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF OTHER BODIES)

Councillor Taylor reported that there was a limited and unsustainable membership of the Sportsfield Management Committee and that new members were required. Grass cutting arrangements for the Sportsfield were discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk liaise with Vertas to cancel the existing agreement for mowing the football pitch.

Councillor Hubbard reported that the Kings Pightle Trustees were continuing to explore options for the investment of funds from the Henry Morphew bequest.

Mr Bailey of the Chamberlin Hall Management Committee discussed with Members of the Parish Council the maintenance arrangements for the play area, bowls green surroundings and other grassed areas at Chamberlin Hall.

It was AGREED: That a joint meeting be held between representatives of Chamberlin Hall Management Committee and the Parish Council to discuss further, which parts of the Chamberlin Hall site are to be maintained by the respective parties and arrangements for storage of mowing equipment.


	
C190/17/18

	
PARISH COUNCIL AMENITIES

Councillors Guttridge and Hubbard had inspected the loose render within the Clock Tower. Water appeared to be penetrating from outside and the render was acting to keep the damp in. There also appeared to significant weathering of the pointing of brickwork on the exterior of the structure.

It was AGREED:

a. That Councillor Guttridge seeks advice from the Historic Buildings Officer at Babergh District Council with regard to the inspection and repair of the Clock Tower; and
b. That Councillor Hubbard removes loose render from the inside of the Clock Tower.


	
C191/17/18

	
CLERK’S REPORT   

There were no matters to be considered.


	
C192/17/18

	P
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

District Councillor Creffield reported upon the following matters:

· The suspension of consultation over the proposed merger between Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils in view of Suffolk County Council’s recent proposal to create a single unitary authority in Suffolk.
· Plans for the former premises of Babergh District Council at Corks Lane, Hadleigh.
· Planning permission granted for a multi-million-pound investment in Gainsborough House and area in Weavers Lane, Sudbury with work on site expected to commence later in the year.
· The use of Community Infrastructure Levy funding and the alignment of expenditure by the District Council to its Joint Strategic Plan and Joint Local Plan.

	
C193/17/18























	
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS AND OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS 
  
It was AGREED: 

a.   That the following payments be authorised:

	
	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	
	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay
	Salaries & Expenses
	£163.06

	
	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£39.96

	
	HMRC
	PAYE (to end Mar)
	Salaries & Expenses
	£452.20

	
	Speedar Ltd
	Battery
	Traffic Calming
	£71.22

	
	Robin Taylor
	Domain Renewal
	ICT & Website
	£57.56

	
	SALC
	Annual Subscription 2018-19
	Subscriptions
	£400.83

	
	

b. That the following receipt be noted:

	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc.VAT)

	Babergh District Council
	Precept First Instalment 2018-19
	Precept
	£11,185.00

	WA Deacon & DG Deacon
	Burials
	Burials
	£65.00

	Andrew Bingham
	Burials
	Burials
	£200.00



The Clerk reported upon the forecast outturn position in respect of receipts and payments which would mean that the Parish Council would automatically fall into the category of Parish Councils which were subject to internal and external audits.

It was AGREED: That the audit position be noted.


	
C194/17/18








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

	[bookmark: _Hlk511294508]Reference 
	DC/18/01462

	Address 
	79 High Street Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7ER

	Proposal 
	Discharge of conditions application for DC/18/00290 - Condition 1 (Timetable) Condition 2 (Approved Plans) Condition 3 (Materials) Condition 4 (Fenestration)

	Representation
	No objection



	Reference 
	DC/18/01370 & DC/18/01371

	Address 
	138 High Street Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7ED

	Proposal 
	Internal and external alterations as per annotated drawing 9B and erection of first floor extension.

	Representation
	No objection



	Reference 
	DC/18/01138

	Address 
	Church Farm Church Road Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EE

	Proposal 
	Householder Application. Erection of cartlodge

	Representation
	No objection



Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council

	Reference 
	DC/18/00420 & DC/18/00421

	Address 
	Redwick House High Street Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EX

	Proposal 
	Householder Planning Application - Erection of single-storey rear extension (following removal of existing garden room extension); Erection of single-storey rear canopy (following removal of existing retractable awnings); Erection of pitched roof to existing front porch; and insertion of replacement windows throughout the building.

	Decision
	Granted



	Reference 
	DC/18/00431

	Address 
	4 High Street Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EY

	Proposal 
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Erection of a rear extension

	Decision
	Refused



	Reference 
	DC/18/00941

	Address 
	Newbury House 34 High Street Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EY

	Proposal 
	Notification of works to Trees in a Conservation Area - T1 (Cherry) - Reduce of overhang to the rear of garden back to the fence line approximately 7.8m high. Removal of overhang of No. 1 large lateral to the garden to balance. T2 (Hazel) - Reduce the tree down to approximately 1m above fence. T3 (Holly) - Reduce by approximately one third and shape to remove Hazel growing through it. T4 (Laurel) - Reduce down to approximately fence height to encourage new thicker and denser growth

	Decision
	Granted




	
C195/17/18
	
PUBLIC SESSION   

There were no matters raised.


	
C196/17/18


	
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Hubbard had been approached by a local resident who had enquired if a mirror could be affixed to a wall at the junction of Chapel Street and High Street to make it safer to exit Chapel Street. The Parish Council understood that mirrors would not be approved but that the resident should be invited to discuss the matter directly with Suffolk County Council’s Highways Department to obtain a definitive view on the matter.

Councillor Guttridge noted that the sale particulars for the Land to the East of Artiss Close referred to the payment of a Section 106 contribution and not to Community Infrastructure Levy and it was agreed that Babergh District Council be asked to confirm that CIL payments would apply.

The meeting closed at 9.23pm.


Chairman ………………………………………    Date …………………………………………






